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4  Die jährliche Inszenierung der sogenannten Drogentoten – was hilft wirklich? 
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5  - Synthetische Opioide – sind wir vorbereitet? 

Hans-Günter Meyer Thompson, Heino Stöver 

Unprecedented 85% reduction of opium poppy cultivation in Afghanistan 
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Our high-resolution satellite imagery analysis of 2023 poppy cultivation in Afghanistan reveals a 
massive 85% reduction across the country.  

We have already reported that in Helmand Province poppy cultivation plummeted by a staggering 
99%—from 129,000 hectares in 2022 to just 740 hectares in 2023. (Alcis, UK, 05.06.2023) 

https://www.alcis.org/poppy 

 

Inside the Taliban's war on drugs - opium poppy crops slashed 

In April 2022, Taliban supreme leader Haibatullah Akhundzada decreed that cultivation of the poppy 
- from which opium, the key ingredient for the drug heroin can be extracted - was strictly prohibited. 
Anyone violating the ban would have their field destroyed and be penalised according to Sharia law.  

A Taliban spokesman told the BBC they imposed the ban because of the harmful effects of opium - 
which is taken from the poppy seed capsules - and because it goes against their religious beliefs. 
Afghanistan used to produce more than 80% of the world's opium. Heroin made from Afghan opium 
makes up 95% of the market in Europe. (BBC, UK, 05.06.2023) 

https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-65787391 

 

Truly Unprecedented: The Taliban Drugs Ban v2.0.  

With the Taliban having exceeded expectations and reduced poppy cultivation to levels not seen 
since 2001, there is now a real need to understand the potential effects of the drugs ban on 
Afghanistan, the region, and further downstream. (…) 

It is important to note that the last time the Taliban imposed a ban in July 2000 it took 18 months 
before there was a significant drop in the quality of heroin in UK markets, and two years for purity to 
fall from 55% to 34%. It is difficult to determine whether the same kind of time lag would apply this 
time round. After all, the 2000/01 ban was imposed for only one season and collapsed in the wake of 
9/11. (David Mansfield in: Alcis, UK, 07.06.2023) 

https://www.alcis.org/post/taliban-drugs-ban 

 

Uncharted Territory: Does the Taliban’s new edict signal a crackdown on the drugs trade is looming? 

The 2023/24 poppy season is already upon us, and most indicators including market prices suggest 
that the Taliban regime is going to press for a ban for an unprecedented second consecutive year. 
Even more unprecedented is the growing pressure the Taliban appear to be applying on the drugs 
trade just as the planting season begins. Were the Taliban to continue its ban on cultivation, as well 
as engage in a robust effort against the trade – particularly if they move against inventory and 
processing – it would be a real game changer with significant ramifications both downstream in 
Europe and for the political-economy of Afghanistan; not least for an estimated 6.9 million people 
who were denied the ability to earn an income from growing poppy in 2023 (see Figure 1). (David 
Mansfield in alcis, UK, 02.11.2024)  

https://www.alcis.org/post/taliban-drug-crackdown 

 

UNODC. Afghanistan opium survey 2023 - Cultivation and production after the ban: effects and 
implications 

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2023 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-
monitoring/Afghanistan/Afghanistan_opium_survey_2023.pdf 
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Keine Nachsicht für Mohnbauern: Die Taliban setzen ihr Opiumverbot auch ein zweites Jahr durch 

Vor Beginn der Winteraussaat hat das Regime in Afghanistan die Strafen für den Anbau und Handel 
mit Opium und Heroin deutlich verschärft. Viele Kleinbauern bringt das in grosse Bedrängnis. (NZZ – 
Neue Zürcher Zeitung, Schweiz, 14.11.2023) 

https://www.nzz.ch/international/afghanistan-taliban-setzen-drogenverbot-ein-zweites-jahr-durch-
ld.1764375 

 

The U.S. Fentanyl Boom and the Mexican Opium Crisis: Finding Opportunities Amidst Violence? 

Wilson Center - Mexico Institut, USA, 2019 

By Romain Le Cour Grandmaison, Nathaniel Morris & Benjamin T. Smith 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-us-fentanyl-boom-and-the-mexican-opium-crisis-
finding-opportunities-amidst-violence 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/publication/the_u.s._fentanyl_
boom_and_the_mexican_opium_crisis.pdf 

 

Mexiko. Opium in Oaxaca – Die Saat im Nebel 

(Oaxaca, Oktober 2022, Pie de Página).- Poonal veröffentlicht hier eine deutsche Übersetzung der 
Einleitung der Mini-Webseite Sembradores en la Niebla („Säer*innen im Nebel“) des unabhängigen 
Rechercheportals Pie de Página. Das Projekt umfasst Karten, Fotos, Dokumente, Reportagen und 
Kurzchroniken aus drei Regionen, in denen im mexikanischen Bundesstaat Oaxaca Mohn angebaut 
wird. (npla – Nachrichtenpool Lateinamerika, Deutschland, 22.11.2022) 

https://www.npla.de/thema/umwelt-wirtschaft/opium-in-oaxaca-die-saat-im-nebel/ 

 

Opioid problems are changing in Europe with worrying signals that synthetic opioids may play a more 
significant role in the future.  

Griffiths PN, Seyler T, De Morais JM, Mounteney JE, Sedefov RS.  

Addiction. 2023 Dec 21. doi: 10.1111/add.16420. Epub ahead of print. PMID: 38129293. 

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/add.16420 

 

New report — Heroin and other opioids pose substantial threat to health and security in Europe  

2024 EU drug markets analysis from the EMCDDA and Europol 

Publication date 24.01.2024  

EMCDDA, Lissabon, News release No 1/2024  

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2024/1/new-report-heroin-and-other-opioids-pose-
substantial-threat-health-and-security-europe_en 

 

Europol. New report: Heroin and other opioids pose substantial threat to health and security in 
Europe 

What are the latest changes in the EU opioids market? How are global geopolitical developments 
impacting supply? Are heroin trafficking routes changing? To what extent do synthetic opioids pose a 
threat to Europe? These are among the issues explored in a new analysis, titled EU Drug Market: 

https://www.nzz.ch/international/afghanistan-taliban-setzen-drogenverbot-ein-zweites-jahr-durch-ld.1764375
https://www.nzz.ch/international/afghanistan-taliban-setzen-drogenverbot-ein-zweites-jahr-durch-ld.1764375
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-us-fentanyl-boom-and-the-mexican-opium-crisis-finding-opportunities-amidst-violence
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/publication/the-us-fentanyl-boom-and-the-mexican-opium-crisis-finding-opportunities-amidst-violence
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/publication/the_u.s._fentanyl_boom_and_the_mexican_opium_crisis.pdf
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/publication/the_u.s._fentanyl_boom_and_the_mexican_opium_crisis.pdf
https://www.npla.de/thema/umwelt-wirtschaft/opium-in-oaxaca-die-saat-im-nebel/
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/add.16420
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2024/1/new-report-heroin-and-other-opioids-pose-substantial-threat-health-and-security-europe_en
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/news/2024/1/new-report-heroin-and-other-opioids-pose-substantial-threat-health-and-security-europe_en
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Heroin and other opioids, released today by the EMCDDA and Europol. (Europol, Den Haag, 
24.01.2024) 

https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/new-report-heroin-and-other-
opioids-pose-substantial-threat-to-health-and-security-in-europe 

 

European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (2023), European Drug Report 2023: 
Trends and Developments,  

https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/european-drug-report/2023_en 

 

The Global Synthetic Drug Situation: what we know, what we think we know, and what we don’t 
know (Video) 

Global Initiative Against Transnational Organized Crime (GI-TOC), Genf, 22.03.2024, Video, 50:00 

https://gitoc.heysummit.com/talks/global-synthetic-drug-cnd-67-side-event  

 

Global Coalition to Address Synthetic Drug Threats  

Illicitly-manufactured synthetic drugs such as fentanyl, tramadol, methamphetamine, captagon, 
MDMA, and ketamine threaten the health, security and wellbeing of people around the world. No 
one country can tackle this issue alone: we must join forces as a global community. Synthetic Drug 
Threats cut across both public health and criminal justice; within a country no single agency can 
provide the solution: law enforcement, regulatory, commercial, and public health entities must work 
together both within their borders and around the world. 

The United States is calling upon the global community to come together to collectively combat this 
shared challenge. (US Department of State, aufgerufen am 24.03.2024) 

https://www.state.gov/globalcoalition/  

 

What is Fentanyl? 

National Institute of Drug Abuse, USA, 12.05.2022 

https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/trends-statistics/infographics/what-fentanyl 

 

Fentanyl-Themenseite von Drug Science (UK) 

https://www.drugscience.org.uk/drug-information/fentanyl 

 

USA. DEA-Themenseite zu Fentanyl: “One Pill can kill” 

https://www.dea.gov/onepill 

 

Fentanyl - Informationen für Suchtfachpersonen – Faktenblatt,  

Herausgeber: InfodroG, Schweizerische Koordinations- und Fachstelle Sucht, Bern, 2023 

https://www.infodrog.ch/files/content/factsheets/2023-08_infodrog_faktenblatt_fentanyl_de.pdf 

 

Rubrik Fentanyl in Forum Substitutionspraxis: 

https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/new-report-heroin-and-other-opioids-pose-substantial-threat-to-health-and-security-in-europe
https://www.europol.europa.eu/media-press/newsroom/news/new-report-heroin-and-other-opioids-pose-substantial-threat-to-health-and-security-in-europe
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/publications/european-drug-report/2023_en
https://gitoc.heysummit.com/talks/global-synthetic-drug-cnd-67-side-event
https://www.state.gov/globalcoalition/
https://nida.nih.gov/research-topics/trends-statistics/infographics/what-fentanyl
https://www.drugscience.org.uk/drug-information/fentanyl
https://www.dea.gov/onepill
https://www.infodrog.ch/files/content/factsheets/2023-08_infodrog_faktenblatt_fentanyl_de.pdf
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https://www.forum-substitutionspraxis.de/substanzen/opioide/fentanyl 

 

Systematic review on intentional non-medical fentanyl use among people who use drugs.  

Tsang VWL, Wong JSH, Westenberg JN, Ramadhan NH, Fadakar H, Nikoo M, Li VW, Mathew N, Azar 
P, Jang KL, Krausz RM.  

Front Psychiatry. 2024 Feb 13;15:1347678. doi: 10.3389/fpsyt.2024.1347678. PMID: 38414500; 
PMCID: PMC10896833. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10896833/ 
 

Fentanyl preference among people who use opioids in New York City.  

Urmanche AA, Beharie N, Harocopos A.  

Drug Alcohol Depend. 2022 Aug 1;237:109519. doi: 10.1016/j.drugalcdep.2022.109519. Epub 2022 
Jun 6. PMID: 35714532; PMCID: PMC10089663. 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmid/35714532/ 

 

Nitazenes represent a growing threat to public health in Europe.  

Giraudon I, Abel-Ollo K, Vanaga-Arāja D, Heudtlass P, Griffiths P.  

Lancet Public Health. 2024 Apr;9(4):e216. doi: 10.1016/S2468-2667(24)00024-0. Epub 2024 Feb 23. 
PMID: 38408464. 

https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(24)00024-0/fulltext 
 

Xylazine in the illicit opioid supply 

Peter E. Wu MD MSc, Emily Austin MD 

CMAJ 2024 February 5;196:E133. doi: 10.1503/cmaj.231603 

https://www.cmaj.ca/content/cmaj/196/4/E133.full.pdf 
 
More Than 40 Percent of Americans Know Someone Who Died of Drug Overdose; 13 Percent Say 
Deaths Have Disrupted Their Lives 
More than 40 percent of Americans know someone who has died of a drug overdose and about one-
third of those individuals say their lives were disrupted by the death, according to a new RAND study. 
Analyzing a national representative survey of American adults, researchers found that the lifetime 
exposure to an overdose death is more common among women than men, married participants than 
unmarried participants, U.S.-born participants than immigrants, and those who live in urban settings 
as compared to those in rural settings. 
“The experiences and needs of millions of survivors of an overdose loss largely have been overlooked 
in the clinical and public health response to the nation's overdose crisis,” said Alison Athey, the 
study's lead author and a behavioral scientist at RAND, a nonprofit research organization. “Our 
findings emphasize the need for research into the prevalence and impact of overdose loss, 
particularly among groups and communities that experience disproportionate rates of loss.”. (Rand 
Corporation, USA, 21.02.2024) 
https://www.rand.org/news/press/2024/02/21.html 
 
USA: Vergiftungen durch Fentanyl bei Kleinkindern haben stark zugenommen 
Portland/Oregon – Die Opiatkrise in den USA verschont auch die jüngsten Einwohner nicht. Die 
Anrufe bei den Giftnotrufzentralen des Landes sind einem Bericht im New England Journal of 

https://www.forum-substitutionspraxis.de/substanzen/opioide/fentanyl
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10896833/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmid/35714532/
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanpub/article/PIIS2468-2667(24)00024-0/fulltext
https://www.cmaj.ca/content/cmaj/196/4/E133.full.pdf
https://www.rand.org/news/press/2024/02/21.html
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Medicine (2024; DOI: 10.1056/NEJMc2313270) zufolge beinahe um den Faktor 100 gestiegen. 
(aerzteblatt.de, 21.03.2024) 
https://www.aerzteblatt.de/nachrichten/149854/USA-Vergiftungen-durch-Fentanyl-bei-
Kleinkindern-haben-stark-zugenommen 
 
Opioide: Fentanyl und Co. sind in Deutschland angekommen 
Bundesmodellprojekt RaFT der Deutschen Aidshilfe weist synthetische Opioide als gefährliche 
Beimengung in Heroin nach. Bundesländer und Kommunen müssen jetzt vorsorgen und Drogenhilfe 
stärken. 
Auch in Deutschland wird Heroin bereits mit lebensbedrohlichen synthetischen Opioiden gestreckt. 
Im Bundesmodell-Projekt RaFT der Deutschen Aidshilfe (DAH) wurden im letzten Jahr 3,6 Prozent von 
1.401Heroin-Proben positiv auf die Beimengung getestet. Das Bundesmodellprojekt, gefördert vom 
Bundesgesundheitsministerium, veröffentlicht heute zentrale Ergebnisse. (DAH – Deutsche Aidshilfe, 
15.02.2024) 
https://www.aidshilfe.de/meldung/opioide-fentanyl-co-deutschland-angekommen 
 
„Uns läuft die Zeit davon“ - Auch in Köln ist die „Zombie-Droge“ Fentanyl auf dem Vormarsch 
Noch gibt es wenige Fälle, doch Experten schätzen, dass Fentanyl bald in Köln zu mehr 
Drogennotfällen führen kann. Auch die Stadt bereitet sich vor. (Kölner Stadtanzeiger, 06.03.2024) 
https://www.ksta.de/koeln/koeln-zombie-droge-fentanyl-ist-auf-dem-vormarsch-748244 
 
Schweiz. «Wir sollten uns auf eine neuartige Opioid-Welle vorbereiten» - Hannes Strasser und 
Marc Vogel von den UPK zur «Horror-Droge» Fentanyl, der Basler Drogenszene und zum neuen 
Suchtambulatorium. 
Rund 70'000 Fentanyl-Tote, allein in den USA, allein im Jahr 2022: Das ist die bittere Bilanz der sich 
zuspitzenden Opioid-Krise in Nordamerika. In der Schweiz sind bislang nur Einzelfälle der «Horror-
Droge» bekannt, die 50-mal potenter ist als Heroin. Beispielsweise wurde im Basler Drug-Checking 
Ende vergangenes Jahr Fentanyl in einer vermeintlichen Heroin-Probe festgestellt. (primenews.ch/, 
Schweiz, 10.01.2024) 
https://primenews.ch/articles/2024/01/wir-sollten-uns-auf-eine-neuartige-opioid-welle-vorbereiten 
Fentanyl. Fentanyl - Killerdroge auf Amerikas Straßen (Video und Interview) 
In den USA verbreitet sich die gefährliche Droge Fentanyl immer weiter. Diese ist 50-mal stärker als 
Heroin. Allein die Herstellung der Droge kann extrem gesundheitsschädigend und sogar tödlich sein. 
Kommt diese Fentanylwelle auch bei uns an?  
Mit Gespräch: Franziska Schneider, Deutsche Beobachtungsstelle für Drogen und Drogensucht. (ZDF 
Nano, 05.03.2024, Video, 07:39-12:50 Minuten von 28 Min.) 
https://www.zdf.de/3sat/nano/240305-sendung-fentanyl-killer-auf-amerikas-strassen-nano-
100.html 
 
UNODC. EWA – Early Warning Advisory 
The UNODC Early Warning Advisory (EWA) was launched in June 2013 as a response to the 
emergence of new psychoactive substances (NPS) at the global level. The EWA aims to monitor, 
analyze and report emerging trends on NPS, as a basis for effective evidence-based policy responses. 
It also serves as a repository for information/data on NPS and a platform for providing technical 
assistance to Member States.  
Since 2017, the EWA Tox-Portal expands the scope of data collection to NPS identified in toxicology 
cases. The EWA Tox-Portal is an innovative tool to collect, analyse and share data on toxicology and 
harm related to the use of NPS at a global level. (UNODC, EWA, aufgerufen am 27.03.2024) 
https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Page/About 
 
European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA). (2019). EMCDDA operating 
guidelines for the European Union Early Warning System on new psychoactive substances.  
Luxembourg: Publications Office of the European Union. 
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/publications/12213/EWS guidelines_final.pdf 

https://www.aerzteblatt.de/nachrichten/149854/USA-Vergiftungen-durch-Fentanyl-bei-Kleinkindern-haben-stark-zugenommen
https://www.aerzteblatt.de/nachrichten/149854/USA-Vergiftungen-durch-Fentanyl-bei-Kleinkindern-haben-stark-zugenommen
https://www.aidshilfe.de/meldung/opioide-fentanyl-co-deutschland-angekommen
https://www.ksta.de/koeln/koeln-zombie-droge-fentanyl-ist-auf-dem-vormarsch-748244
https://primenews.ch/articles/2024/01/wir-sollten-uns-auf-eine-neuartige-opioid-welle-vorbereiten
https://www.zdf.de/3sat/nano/240305-sendung-fentanyl-killer-auf-amerikas-strassen-nano-100.html
https://www.zdf.de/3sat/nano/240305-sendung-fentanyl-killer-auf-amerikas-strassen-nano-100.html
https://www.unodc.org/tox/#/login
https://www.unodc.org/LSS/Page/About
https://www.emcdda.europa.eu/system/files/publications/12213/EWS%20guidelines_final.pdf
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How to improve the surveillance of the Taliban ban's impact on European drug markets.  
Giommoni L. 
Int J Drug Policy. 2024 Feb;124:104320. doi: 10.1016/j.drugpo.2024.104320. Epub 2024 Jan 13. 
PMID: 38219675. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395924000057 
 
Scaling Up Point-of-Care Fentanyl Testing — A Step Forward 
Brian S. Barnett, M.D., Peter R. Chai, M.D., M.M.S., and Joji Suzuki, M.D. 
NEJM, October 28, 2023, DOI: 10.1056/NEJMp2308525 
Abstract 
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2308525 
 
Fentanyl Concentration in Drug Checking Samples and Risk of Overdose Death in Vancouver, Canada 
Kennedy, Mary Clare et al. 
American Journal of Preventive Medicine, Volume 0, Issue 0  
Abstract 
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(23)00342-2/fulltext 
 
NRW prüft Einführung von Drogenqualitätskontrolle für Süchtige 
Düsseldorf – Das Gesundheitsministerium in Nordrhein-Westfalen (NRW) prüft nach eigenen 
Angaben zurzeit, ob in den Drogenkonsumräumen des Landes ein sogenanntes Drug Checking 
eingeführt wird. Süchtige könnten ihre Drogen dann vor Ort analysieren lassen. So sollen sie vor 
einer Überdosis oder Verunreinigungen geschützt werden. (aerzteblatt.de, 18.03.2024 
https://www.aerzteblatt.de/nachrichten/150023/NRW-prueft-Einfuehrung-von-
Drogenqualitaetskontrolle-fuer-Suechtige 
 
Complicating the Opioid Epidemic: The Many Faces of Fentanyl  
Expanded library of known variants, new research efforts aid the fight against fentanyl. (PNNL - 
Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, USA, 10.02.2022) 
https://www.pnnl.gov/news-media/complicating-opioid-epidemic-many-faces-fentanyl 
 
Ending the overdose epidemic by ending the war on drug users: Can this work?  
Leyton M, Krausz RM.  
J Psychiatry Neurosci. 2024 Feb 21;49(1):E77-E80. doi: 10.1503/jpn.240003. PMID: 38383036; 
PMCID: PMC10890790. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmid/38383036/ 
 
Kanada. Success or failure? Canada's drug decriminalisation test faces scrutiny 
Last year, British Columbia (BC) became the first province in Canada to decriminalise the use of hard 
drugs as part of its efforts to tackle a deadly opioids crisis. But the policy is facing pushback, leaving 
its future uncertain. (BBC, 31.03.2024) 
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-68621012 
 
The Baltic and Nordic responses to the first Taliban poppy ban: Implications for Europe & synthetic 
opioids today.  
Caulkins JP, Tallaksen A, Taylor J, Kilmer B, Reuter P.  
Int J Drug Policy. 2024 Feb;124:104314. doi: 10.1016/j.drugpo.2023.104314. Epub 2024 Jan 5. PMID: 
38183860. 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395923003614 
 
China/USA. U.S., China officials to meet on curbing fentanyl supply 
After a long freeze and political tensions, Washington and Beijing are moving forward on countering 
illegal narcotics trafficking. (Washington Post, USA, 28.01.2024) 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395924000057
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMp2308525
https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797(23)00342-2/fulltext
https://www.aerzteblatt.de/nachrichten/150023/NRW-prueft-Einfuehrung-von-Drogenqualitaetskontrolle-fuer-Suechtige
https://www.aerzteblatt.de/nachrichten/150023/NRW-prueft-Einfuehrung-von-Drogenqualitaetskontrolle-fuer-Suechtige
https://www.pnnl.gov/news-media/complicating-opioid-epidemic-many-faces-fentanyl
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmid/38383036/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-us-canada-68621012
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0955395923003614
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2024/01/28/china-us-fentanyl-drugs/ 
 
THE CCP’S ROLE IN THE FENTANYL CRISIS 
UNITED STATES CONGRESS - THE SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE STRATEGIC COMPETITION BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES AND THE CHINESE COMMUNIST PARTY, USA, 2024 
https://selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/sites/evo-
subsites/selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/files/evo-media-
document/The%20CCP%27s%20Role%20in%20the%20Fentanyl%20Crisis%204.16.24%20%281%29.p
df 
 
China's government is helping fuel the U.S. fentanyl crisis, House panel reveals 
China's communist government is complicit in the U.S. fentanyl epidemic, subsidizing the 
manufacturing of fentanyl materials, according to a new House report. 
Why it matters: The bipartisan investigation uncovers fresh details about the Chinese Communist 
Party's pivotal role in the illicit fentanyl trade as overdoses in the U.S. continue to surge. (axios.com, 
USA, 16.04.2024) 
https://www.axios.com/2024/04/16/china-fentanyl-crisis-us-house-investigation 
 
USA. OVERDOSE EPIDEMIC REPORT 2023 - Physicians’ actions to help end the nation’s drug-related 
overdose and death epidemic—and what still needs to be done.  
This is an executive summary of highlights from the 2023 report on physicians’ actions to help end 
the nation’s drug-related overdose and death epidemic—and what still needs to be done. 
The American Medical Association Substance Use and Pain Care Task Force continues to advance 
evidence-based recommendations for policymakers and physicians to help end the nation’s drug-
related overdose and death epidemic. In recent years we have witnessed positive actions from 
physicians, growth in harm reduction services, and policy advancements. 
 
Tragically, these positive strides are hindered by a lack of meaningful implementation and 
enforcement of policies that support affordable, accessible and evidence-backed care for patients 
with substance use disorders, pain or those needing harm reduction services like naloxone, syringes 
and fentanyl test strips. Specifically, Black and Brown communities, pregnant individuals, and youth 
are disproportionately dying at increasing rates compared to other population groups. 
We urge all stakeholders to come together to help reverse this national epidemic. (AMA – American 
Medical Association, USA, 09.11.2023) 
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/23-894446-Advocacy-2023-
overdose-report_FINAL.pdf 
 
Exploring the contextual risk factors and characteristics of individuals who died from the acute toxic 
effects of opioids and other illegal substances: listening to the coroner and medical examiner voice.  
Thompson T, Rotondo J, Enns A, Leason J, Halverson J, Huyer D, Kuo M, Lapointe L, May-Hadford J, 
Orpana H.  
Health Promot Chronic Dis Prev Can. 2023 Feb;43(2):51-61. doi: 10.24095/hpcdp.43.2.01. PMID: 
36794822; PMCID: PMC10026607. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10026607/  
 
Fentanyl isn’t just causing overdoses. It’s making it harder to start addiction treatment 
Doctors are reporting a troubling trend when it comes to fentanyl. 
The powerful drug, they say, isn’t just causing overdoses — it’s also making it more difficult to begin 
addiction treatment. In particular, fentanyl appears more likely to cause severe withdrawal 
symptoms for patients put on buprenorphine, a key medication used to treat opioid use disorder. 
(Stat News, USA, 16.11.2022) 
https://www.statnews.com/2022/11/16/fentanyl-isnt-just-causing-overdoses-its-making-it-harder-
to-start-addiction-treatment/ 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/2024/01/28/china-us-fentanyl-drugs/
https://selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/The%20CCP%27s%20Role%20in%20the%20Fentanyl%20Crisis%204.16.24%20%281%29.pdf
https://selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/The%20CCP%27s%20Role%20in%20the%20Fentanyl%20Crisis%204.16.24%20%281%29.pdf
https://selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/The%20CCP%27s%20Role%20in%20the%20Fentanyl%20Crisis%204.16.24%20%281%29.pdf
https://selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/selectcommitteeontheccp.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/The%20CCP%27s%20Role%20in%20the%20Fentanyl%20Crisis%204.16.24%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.axios.com/2024/04/16/china-fentanyl-crisis-us-house-investigation
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/23-894446-Advocacy-2023-overdose-report_FINAL.pdf
https://end-overdose-epidemic.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/23-894446-Advocacy-2023-overdose-report_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC10026607/
https://www.statnews.com/2022/11/16/fentanyl-isnt-just-causing-overdoses-its-making-it-harder-to-start-addiction-treatment/
https://www.statnews.com/2022/11/16/fentanyl-isnt-just-causing-overdoses-its-making-it-harder-to-start-addiction-treatment/
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Case report: acute care management of severe opioid withdrawal with IV fentanyl.  
Azar P, Westenberg JN, Ignaszewski MJ, Wong JSH, Isac G, Mathew N, Krausz RM.  
Addict Sci Clin Pract. 2022 Apr 5;17(1):22. doi: 10.1186/s13722-022-00305-6. PMID: 35382882; 
PMCID: PMC8980769. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmid/35382882/ 
 
Impact of fentanyl use on initiation and discontinuation of methadone and buprenorphine/naloxone 
among people with prescription-type opioid use disorder: secondary analysis of a Canadian 
treatment trial.  
Socias ME, Wood E, Le Foll B, Lim R, Choi JC, Mok WY, Bruneau J, Rehm J, Wild TC, Bozinoff N, Hassan 
A, Jutras-Aswad D; OPTIMA Research Group within the Canadian Research Initiative in Substance 
Misuse.  
Addiction. 2022 Oct;117(10):2662-2672. doi: 10.1111/add.15954. Epub 2022 Jun 17. PMID: 
35712892; PMCID: PMC9969999. 
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/pmid/35712892/ 
 
Adapting methadone inductions to the fentanyl era.  
Buresh M, Nahvi S, Steiger S, Weinstein ZM.  
J Subst Abuse Treat. 2022 Oct;141:108832. doi: 10.1016/j.jsat.2022.108832. Epub 2022 Jun 27. PMID: 
35870437. 
Abstract 
https://www.jsatjournal.com/article/S0740-5472(22)00114-3/abstract 
 
Buprenorphine use in the emergency department safe for people who use fentanyl 
Researchers found that buprenorphine can be safely started in the emergency department by people 
who use fentanyl either alone or with other drugs. 
 
Wider use of buprenorphine could help reduce the growing number of overdose deaths caused by 
fentanyl. 
NIH – National Institute of Health, USA, 11.04.2023 
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/nih-research-matters/buprenorphine-use-emergency-
department-safe-people-who-use-fentanyl 
 
Overview of best practices for buprenorphine initiation in the emergency department.  
Hughes T, Nasser N, Mitra A.  
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